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and by the end of the year they were over eighty
thousand strong* During the early months of 1938 it is
probable that their infantry was not increased. They had
played such a poor and ineffective part in the war that
they were never used for any difficult work after
Guadalajara, but the Italian air force was steadily
increased, especially when they began their attacks on
English shipping. By the spring they must, on the
evidence of their own official press, have had over half
their total air strength engaged in Eastern Spain.1

The Germans never formed such a distinct force. A
very large proportion of their twelve thousand soldiers
were airmen and technicians. The former were very
active in attacking North Spain, but once that cam-
paign was finished they were chiefly engaged in establish-
ing themselves in that area and in Northern Morocco.
Their technicians took over transport arrangements and
the railways, and also the fortification of Northern
Spanish ports, and the preparation of defences between
Spain and France.

These accounts of the sending of arms and of personnel
to Spain would not now be impugned by any serious
person with the least knowledge of the subject. Unless
we accept the incredible suggestion that our own
Government was misinformed about elementary military
facts in a country where espionage was so easy as to
be hardly worth checking, then our Foreign Office and
War Office knew what was the real position. Yet all
through the earlier part of the war Mr. Eden misled
the public into assuming that Republican Spain had
been getting arms to the same extent and in the same
way as General Franco, and that foreigners on each
side could be placed in the same category.
1 The Times, July 12th, 1938.